
it does not permit non-expert witnesses giving what
without doubt is a mere opinion, as for example,
upon so vital a question as the legal accountability
of a person for a homicide admittedly committed by
him, or as that, at a certain date, such party knew
the difference between the right and wrong of an act
at that time committed by him. The evidence of
such witnesses as to the sane or insane condition of
a prisoner is tolerable only as they testify to the
existence of sanity or insanity as a fact. What
deduction is to be drawn from that fact is solely a

question for the consideration of, and determination
by, the jury. For these reasons the evidence should,
to qualify a non-expert witness to testify as to a con¬
dition of sanity or insanity, show an acquaintance
with that condition. Only such intimate acquain¬
tances of a person accused of crime as have seen him
almost daily for several months preceding the date
upon which the alleged crime occurred are compe¬
tent, as non-expert witnesses, to testify as to his
sanity or insanity. Besides such testimony, being
strictly limited to such sanity or insanity, it must
also be confined to those occasions upon which the
witnesses testify to having observed the conduct and
appearance of the individual whose sanity is the sub¬
ject of inquiry. An inference by witnesses deduced
from the presumed continuance of the condition
which they previously observed, is not within the
rule or the reason of the rule, which permits the use
of this class of evidence.

AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION\p=m-\A
CORRECTION.

Our attention has been called by a valued cor-

respondent to an error in our report of the annual
meeting of the American Public Health Association.
The paper said to have been presented by Medical

Director Gihon to the "Congress of Public Health,"
was a report made to the American Public Health
Association, by himself as Chairman of a com-
mittee appointed at a previous meeting to report on
the "Sanitary and Medical Service on Board Emi-
grant Ships." The same correction is also applic-
able to the report of Dr. J. N. McCormack which
was also made to the Association and not to the
Congress.
We hope to publish these reports in full at an

early day.

PUBLIC HEALTH.
PREVENTION OF INTRODUCTION AND SPREAD OF DANGEROUS

DISEASES.
Special Meeting of the Michigan State Board of Health.

[Reported for The Journal of the American Medical Association
by Henry B. Baker, M.D.]

A special meeting of the State Board of Health was held
at Lansing, Mich., Oct. 27 and 28, 1893. The members pres¬
ent were Hon. Frank Wells, President ; Prof. V. C. Vaughan,

M.D., Prof. Délos Fall, M. S., Samuel G. Milner, M.D., and
Henry B. Baker, Secretary. The object of the meeting
was for the purpose of conference relative to the sub¬
ject of immigrant inspection and disinfection of baggage.
The execution of the law on this subject so as to protect
the health interests of the people from the importation
of diseases, without undue interference with transportation
companies, is attended with many difficulties. Inasmuch
as under this law the rules framed by the State Board of
Health have the force of law and must not only be sufficient
to keep out disease but, under present circumstances, prob¬
ably must also withstand attack in every court in Michigan,
and perhaps in the United States Courts; there is need for
calm deliberation and earnest discussion of every point in¬
volved, in order that the rules may prove useful and legal.
In the maintenance of the system of inspection and in

the measures taken under the law in case the execution of
the law is opposed by railroad companies, as has been the
case at Sault Ste. Marie, there are many questions constantly
arising on which it seems desirable that the Committee
authorized to execute the system shall have the aid of the
intelligent advice of all the members of the Board, after a

a full explanation and calm discussion of the details of the
work.
There is also need for such preparation, discussion and

formulation by the full Board, of the evidence of the neces¬

sity for each rule, that it shall be made to appear not only to
the State Board of Health, but to a court or jury that each
is a reasonable rule.
The foregoing are the apparent reasons for a special

meeting confined to the prevention of the introduction of
diseases—a subject which, though of very much less conse¬

quence than the ordinary work of the Board for the restric¬
tion and prevention of diseases which have actually broken
out in many places within the State, yet which seems suffi¬
ciently important to warrant the expense of an extrameet¬
ing, especially when we consider that through past action
such dangerous communicable diseases are much less prev¬
alent in Michigan than in any foreign country, and especially
less than among those classes who come here as immigrants,
and through such work at the border the ordinary work of
the Board within the State will be made much more effective.
One of the first questions put before the meeting by the

President,was whether or not the inspection and disinfec¬
tion at the Michigan border should be continued. Bearing
upon this quettion, it was mentioned by the Secretary that
although the immigration is now comparatively little and
the winter season is approaching, cholera is still present in
most European countries, and the diseases which cause

most deaths in Michigan and which are most liable to be
brought in by immigrants .spread most in, or following, cold
weather. These diseases are consumption, pneumonia,diph¬
theria, influenza and scarlet fever. The Board voted that
the inspection and disinfection shall be continued, and that
the officers of the Board take measures to enforce the rules
of this Board by action in the proper courts.
Another question, by the President, was whether or not

certificates of disinfection issued by the Canadian officers
shall be accepted in lieu of disinfection at the Michigan
border, when relating to baggage destined to settle in Mich¬
igan. On this subject, the following resolutions, offered by
Prof. Vaughn, were adopted:
Resolved. That we instruct our inspectors at the Michigan

border to accept and allow to pass all baggage bearing evi¬
dence from a properly authorized Dominion or Provincial
officer that it has been disinfected in accordance with the
rules of this Board, unless there is reason to believe that
such baggage has been infected since leaving the Canadian
point of disinfection ;
Resolved, That the above resolution be inserted in the

Michigan rules under the head of "Exception 4."
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